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2014 Mayoral and City Council Candidates Support Forward New Orleans  
Majority of candidates have agreed to platform mandates 

 
New Orleans (January 21, 2014) – Today the Forward New Orleans (FNO) coalition announced the mayoral and  
City Council candidates’ responses to its eleven-issue platform which includes mandates on the criminal justice 
system; city finance; civil service system; blight; economic development; economic opportunity for local, small, and 
disadvantaged business; city services and infrastructure; Sewerage and Water Board; city contracting; public 
education; and institutionalization of best practices. 
 
Recently, Forward New Orleans presented its platform to each of the candidates in an interview setting and 
requested each candidate to commit, in writing, to pledge to advance the mandates set forth in the platform.  
 
Gregory Rusovich, former Business Council chairman and spokesperson for Forward New Orleans, said, “Forward 
New Orleans’ mission of excellence in city government doesn't end when the winner takes office. As we have done 
since 2010, we hold elected officials accountable by regularly assessing the status of pledged commitments and 
reporting to the citizens in the most clear and public way possible.” 
 
Richard Pavlick, immediate past president of the Young Leadership Council, which is a FNO coalition member, 
stressed, “While we have made significant progress, we must continue to work together to advance our common goal 
of a better quality of life for all citizens.”  
 
He added, “We must be certain our elected officials are aligned with principled reform in order to forge a promising 
and secure future for our city.” 
 
With candidates’ pledges solidified, Forward New Orleans is now educating voters on the extent to which candidates 
are prepared to support and act on the platform’s mandates. From these pledges, Forward New Orleans has created 
a “scorecard” that allows voters to easily assess each candidate’s position on a particular issue. This scorecard 
showing the responses of each candidate is attached.  
 
Forward New Orleans is diverse coalition comprised of nearly 25 community organizations united in their vision of 
excellence in city government.   For more information about Forward New Orleans and details on all 11 issues, 
please visit www.forwardneworleans.com. 
 
Editor’s note: To schedule an interview, please contact Betsie Gambel at betsie@gambelpr.com 
 
Founded in 2009, Forward New Orleans is a diverse, issue-focused community initiative led by the Business Council of New 
Orleans and the River Region in collaboration with 25 civic, neighborhood and business organizations, all of which are committed 
to improving the quality of life in New Orleans. 
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