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Community Coalition Announces Election Initiative 
Forward New Orleans Represents 25 Organizations 

 
New Orleans (December 17, 2013)– The Forward New Orleans (FNO) coalition, which includes 
community, business and civic organizations, gathered today at the Youth Empowerment Project’s 
Youth Center in Central City to announce its 11 issue platform for the 2014 municipal elections. 
The platform includes mandates on the criminal justice system; city finance; civil service system; 
blight; economic development; protection of economic opportunity for local businesses, small 
businesses and disadvantaged business enterprises; city services and infrastructure; Sewerage 
and Water Board; city contracting; public education; and institutionalization of best practices. Each 
category is endorsed by some of the city’s most engaged and influential community organizations.  
 
Founded in 2009 with an inaugural seven issue platform, Forward New Orleans is a diverse, issue-
focused community initiative led by the Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region. It 
is an inclusive collaboration with 25 civic, neighborhood and business organizations, all of which 
are committed to improving the quality of life in New Orleans.  
 
The announcement of the Forward New Orleans 2014 platform was made by Suzanne Mestayer, 
chairwoman of the Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region. According to Mestayer, 
“Forward New Orleans is a proven initiative of a broad coalition of civic organizations, all of whom 
are dedicated to the continuous improvement of our city and its government.   We are pleased to 
be working in tandem with elected officials on key issues of importance.”    
 
Gregory Rusovich, former Business Council chairman and a spokesperson for Forward New 
Orleans, said, “Our goal is all about togetherness and ‘stick-with-it-ness.’ We’re laser focused on 
ensuring transparency, accountability and a highly effective delivery of government services by 
political leaders.” 
 
He added, “New Orleanians are highly resilient and deserve a quality of life second to none. We 
are dedicated to continuing to build on the rebirth of our city, and through Forward New Orleans, 
we are, indeed, forging our future.” 
 



The Forward New Orleans coalition members include: Beacon of Hope Resource Center, 
Broadmoor Improvement Association; Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans; Business Council of 
New Orleans and the River Region; Committee for a Better New Orleans; Common Good; Court 
Watch NOLA; Greater New Orleans, Inc.; Louisiana Associated General Contractors; Metropolitan 
Crime Commission, Inc.; National Black Chamber of Commerce; Neighborhoods Partnership 
Network; New Orleans Chamber of Commerce; New Orleans Convention & Visitors Bureau; New 
Orleans Police and Justice Foundation; New Orleans Regional Black Chamber of Commerce; 
Partnership for Youth Development; Puentes New Orleans; Son of a Saint; Stand for Children; 
Urban League of Greater New Orleans; Vieux Carré Property Owners, Residents and Associates; 
Young Leadership Council and Youth Empowerment Project (as of 12.12.13). 
 
According to Pearlina Thomas, executive director of Louisiana Associated General Contractors, “It 
is this unique mix of business, civic and nonprofit groups that makes Forward New Orleans a 
credible and effective organization. It embodies the practice of people from varying backgrounds 
and with different interests and priorities working together for the common good.” 
 
Why Forward New Orleans? 
Forward New Orleans imposes an overriding requirement that elected officials must approach 
every issue with an appreciation for, and commitment to, the fundamental tenets of effective 
government: accountability, transparency, efficiency and the appropriate exercise of fiduciary 
responsibility. 
 
How Does Forward New Orleans Work? 
Over the next few weeks, the Forward New Orleans coalition will present the platform to 
candidates for Mayor and City Council in an interview setting and request written pledges to 
execute on it.  Before the election, Forward New Orleans publishes a scorecard that shows each 
candidate’s willingness (or unwillingness) to align on each issue.  After the election, for the duration 
of elected officials’ terms in office, Forward New Orleans publishes periodic, issue-focused 
accountability reports that both acknowledge progress and highlight shortcomings, all in an effort to 
advance action on the platform. 
 
What Is Being Asked of Candidates? 
Within the framework of the 11 issues, candidates, once elected, will: 

• Embrace national best practices, peer-city benchmarking and performance metrics, 
allowing these objective criteria to drive major decisions 

• Be aligned with the citizens in searching for better ways to conduct city business; have the 
courage to introduce and defend reform measures 

• Believe in full candor and have zero tolerance for self interests, dishonesty and political 
gamesmanship 

• Exhibit careful, deliberate leadership that improves local morale and public perception, and 
unites all New Orleanians in their common hope for a better quality of life. 

 
 
 
 
 



How Can New Organizations and Individuals Become Involved? 
We ask that organizations and citizens join Forward New Orleans and demand that each candidate 
demonstrate the clear ability to accomplish the Forward New Orleans principles and mandates. For 
more information on Forward New Orleans or to become involved, visit 
www.forwardneworleans.com. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
A full copy of the Forward New Orleans platform can be found at www.forwardneworleans.com. To 
request a brochure or schedule an interview, please contact Betsie Gambel at 
betsie@gambelpr.com. 
 
Founded in 2009, Forward New Orleans is a diverse, issue-focused community initiative led by the 
Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region in collaboration with 25 civic, neighborhood 
and business organizations, all of which are committed to improving the quality of life in New 
Orleans. 
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